of the carving is first-rate. As for their market value, somebody at the Hotel de Ville, or somebody who knows a bargain when he sees one, can tell you better than I could. What I can say is that, if somebody asked me to copy them, it would take me at least three weeks, and, so far as the figures go, I doubt whether I could do as fine work as that."
For there were times when Roquin was modest.
It was he who, after that, assumed the responsibility of adapting the panels to the dimensions of the bay. Luckily the gap was not wide - four centimetres in breadth, and six in height. But it was necessary to achieve invisible joinings, allowing for the wood of the drillings giving a little afterwards. Roquin procured some old oak, brought it to the requisite colour, and, by way of an additional precaution, applied a cover-joint, after reproducing, in flat carving, a motive taken from the lateral ornamentation of the panels.
Thereafter he kept on friendly terms with this fine piece of work. He always gave it some mark of attention at one moment or another of his visits. He associated it in particular with the reflections which he was fond of making about the skill of the craftsmen of old as compared with that of the workers of to-day. They were reflections which he kept on turning over and over, even when he was working in silence; but they never degenerated into twaddle, because he kept them alive with fresh arguments and was never afraid of contradicting himself.
One day, for example, he burst in with the statement:
" What fools some customers are I This one sent for me to restore an eighteenth-century desk. He said to me: 6 Well, the workers of to-day couldn't do a job like that, could they ? * * Any time you like - and you wouldn't know the difference/ * With that inlaid work ? * * Certainly. And even with the warping of the veneer, the cracking of the varnish, and the patina. In other words, I could do all by myself what our eighteenth-century friend was not able to do without the help of time.* "
But another day he observed:   " Copying somebody